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Lo-Fi [Onomatopoeia] Quiz 
Paul Graham’s “The Age of the Essay” 
 

1. [Short Answer] What is the most obvious difference between real essays and the 
things one has to write in school? 

 

 

 
2. [Longer Answer]: How did things get this way? 

 

 

 
3. [Even Longer Answer]: Explain the “three steps” in this sentence: It's no wonder if 

this seems to the student a pointless exercise, because we're now three steps 
removed from real work. 
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4. [Longest Answer Yet]: Explain this sentence, which comes from the section “No 
Defense”: The real problem is that you can't change the question.  

 

 

 
Skinner’s Scoring Box 
 

Question 1: Simple Recall  [     ]/ 25 

Question 2: Simple Recall  [     ]/ 25 

Question 3: Analytical Recall  [     ]/ 25 

Question 4: Analytical Recall  [     ]/ 25 

TOTAL  [     ]/ 100 
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